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T-260 1878 

Christ Episcopal Church 

St. Michaels 

public worship 

Christ Episcopal Church is one of the architectural centerpieces of St. 

Michaels. The Gothic Revival parish church was erected in 1878 on the same site 

as the former Episcopal church buildings. Following the longitudinal plan of 

countless parish churches in England, this granite building is decorated with High 

Victorian detail. The mixture of granite and half-timber framing with brick nogging 

on the east gable end is a playful contrast of sem-coursed stone and a medieval 

framing practice. Unconventional mixtures of stone and brick frame most of the 

major window and door openings, and the steeply pitched patterned slate roof is 

highlighted by a combination of large and small dormers. A multi-paneled brick 

chimney is a significant feature on the south roof slope. Inside the church follows 

a standard longitudinal plan with a vestibule, nave and apse. The principal rafter 

through-purlin roof system is commonly found in large structures with a long roof 

span. 

Church history relates that worship has been conducted on this site since the 

late seventeenth century, and four different structures have housed this long-

standing Episcopal congregation. Built largely of Port Deposit granite shipped on 

barges down the Chesapeake, this centrally located church with its tall broach spire 

represents an important religious as well as architectural landmark in Talbot 

County. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic Christ Episcopal Church 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number East side of Talbot Street 

city, town St. Michaels 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district-
2- building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

~- _object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
--X-not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
..2S._ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. T-260 

Magi No. 2102605608 

DOE _yes L_no 

congressional district 

Talbot 

Present Use 
_agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

First 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
~religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Trustees of Christ Episcopal Church 

street & number Talbot Street telephone no.: 

city, town St. Michaels state and zip code MD 21663 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse,registryofdeeds,etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court liber 

street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 

city, town state Mp 
&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Maryland Historic Sites Inventory 

-~date 1967 _federal _x_ state _ county _ local 

depository for survey records Maryland Historical Trust 

city, town Annapolis state MD 21401 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
--.Xgood 
__ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
__ ruins __x_ altered 
_unexposed 

Survey No. T-260 

Check one 
__x__:_ original site 
_ moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general des.cription of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Christ Episcopal Church-description 

Christ Episcopal Church stands in the center of St. Michaels Talbot County ' ' 
Maryland, on the east side of Talbot Street. The High Victorian Gothic Revival 

granite church faces west with the principal gable oriented on an east/west axis. 

The church cemetery surrounds the building and the church yard is enclosed on three 

sides with a brick wall. 

Erected in 1878, Christ Episcopal Church is a Gothic Revival story-and-a

half, semi-course granite structure dominated by a three-story entrance tower capped 

by a broach spire. The longitudinal plan was inspired by the village churches of 

rural El;lgland, but the unconventional mixture of granite walls and half-timber

framing on the east end is a result of a Victorian interest to contrast materials for 

differing surface textures. The steeply pitched roof as well as the broach spire are 

uniformly covered with patterned slate. 

Centrally positioned on the west end of the church, the combination entrance 

and bell tower rises three full stories. The front corners of the tower have pairs of 

granite buttresses highlighted with polished capping stones at four different 

levels. The buttresses frame the Gothic arched entrance with double leaf timber 

doors. Piercing the second level are a pair of colored glass lancet windows with 

granite sills and brick arches. The third floor or bellfry rises above the church 

roofline and each of the four sides is marked by a paired opening of stone tracery 

framed in stone and brick. The lower half of each opening has an inserted slate shed 

roof for water drainage. The steeple base is trimmed with a decoratively pierced 

soffit. Covered with patterned slate the broach spire rises to a point that is topped 

by a small metal cross. Four small shed-roofed vents mark the principal faces of 

the tapering tower. 

The south side of the church is an uneven five bays across with the west bay 

filled with a side entrance. The projecting gable roofed side vestibule has 

colored glass windows framed by Gothic tracery. The steeply pitched entry roof is 
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covered with patter ed slate, and the eave is finished with a decorative bargeboard. 

The center three ba s are marked by two tripartite sanctuary windows with stone lintels 

and sills and brick jambs. The bride is keyed into the adjacent granite. Between the 

third and fourth ba is a granite buttress capped by polished stone. The fourth bay 

from the west is filled with a Gothic arched rear entrance and a single colored glass 

window. The Gothic arched door is surrounded with brick, while the window has a 

stone lintel and sill and contrasting brick jambs. The fifth and final bay is recessed 

from the main wall surface which distinguishes the apse from the main body of the 

church. The first floor is a plain granite wall, but the second level is marked by an 

off-center colored glass window framed in the same manner as the other windows. 

The south roof slope is pierced by an asyrrnnetrical arrangement of large and small 

dormer windows. Located directly above the side sanctuary entrance is a large 

tripartite gabled dormer with colored glass windows in front and one to each side. 

Three small one-light gabled dormers are evenly spaced across the balance of the 

roofline. Rising off-center is a multi-paneled brick chimney shaft with a decorative 

corbelled cap. 

The east gable end of the church is an uneven elevation with a projecting 

apse. The first two floors of the apse and the first floor of the recessed sanctuary 

walls are laid in semi-coursed granite, whereas the upper gable of the apse and the 

upper portion of the sides were built with half-timber framing and brick nagging. 

The bargeboards have a decorative design. Piercing the second floor of the apse 

wall is a five-part colored glass sanctuary window framed in stone and brick like 

the rest of the church windows. The side walls have a smaller colored glass window 

that lights each first floor. 

The north side of the church is detailed in the same basic manner as the south 

side without the front or rear entrances. Three tripartite windows light the 

sanctuary, while a large dormer is fixed on the west side of the roof. Three small 

one-light dormers are fixed across the roof, and a plain brick chimney shaft rises 

between the ·third and fourth dormer from the west. 

The interior is traditionally divided into three principal sections, the 

entrance vestibule, the nave, and the chancel or apse. The interior wall surfaces 
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are finished with a combination of plaster and beaded board wainscoting. Oak pews 

with decorative Victorian ends are divided in sections to either side of a center 

aisle. Narrow aisles extend along the lateral wall surfaces~ Located within the 

vestibule is the balcony stair with its heavily turned newel post and turned 

balusters that support a molded handrail which curves at the first landing. 

The choir and altar are divided from the nave by a railing at which the pulpit 

and baptismal are located. The hexagonal pulpit is decorated with engaged columns 

which flank Gothic arched panels embellished with religious symbols. The slightly 

wider base is distinguished also by carved surfaces and the top has a quatrefoil 

band below a crown molding. The altar walls are faced with high paneled 

wainscoting, and Gothic arched six-panel doors open into the side storage rooms. 

The principal rafter through-purlin roof system is supported by large turned 

posts that rest on square bases. Arched braces span the distance between each pair 

of posts and tie into the plates. The principal rafters with through-purlins support 

a layer of common rafters. Collar beams stretch between the principal rafters, and 

king posts rise above the collars to tie into the peak of the timber ceiling. 



8. Significance Survey No. T- 2GO 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
~ - 1400-1499 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _landscape architecture_x_ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation _law __ science 

1500-1599 
_1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
---X... 1800-1899 
_1900-

__ agriculture _ economics _ literature __ sculpture 
~ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_art 
_commerce 
_ communications 

Specific dates 1878 

check: Applicable C:d teria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

_engineering _music 
_ exploration/settlement _ philosophy 
_ industry _ politics/government 
_invention 

Builder/ Architect 

A B 1_c D 

A B C D E F G 

national state X local 

humanitarian 
_theater 
__ transpo~ation 
_ other (specify) 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a getl~ral statement of history and 
support. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Christ Episcopal Church is one of the architectural centerpieces of 

St. Michaels. The Gothic Revival parish church was erected in 1878 on the same site 

as the fonner Episcopal church building. Following the longitudinal plan of 

countless parish churches in England, this granite building is decorated with High 
~-~ I , 

lctorian detail. The mixture of granite and half-timber framing with brick nogging 

on the east gable end is a playful contrast of semi-coursed stone and a medieval 

framing practice. Unconventional mixtures of stone and brick frame most of the major 

window and door openings, and the steeply pitched patterned slate roof is highlighted 

by a combination of large and small donners. A multi-paneled brick chimney is a 

significant feature on the south roof slope. Inside the church follows a standard 

longitudinal plan with a vestibule, nave and apse. The principal rafter through

purlin roof system is commonly found in large structures with a long roof span. All 

of the church furniture appears to be contemporary with the building. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references: 

ALU I I I I I I I I I sw I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cl.LI ~I ~l....__-.-~I ~l...L--L_._.i...-i., .......... D LU I I I I 
E L.Ll I I I ._I .......__.___.____...._. F LL_j I I I I 
G LLJ I I I .__I .....,__.__..._ __ _ H LU I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul Touart - Architectural Historian 

organization Historic St. Michaels date 10/30/85 

street & number telephone 

city or town St. Michaels state MD 21663 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



CHRIST CHURCH - ST. MICHAELS PARISH 

Year: 1744 Vol: 16 Page: 116 
From: John Hewes and wife Sarah Hewes Price: gift 
To Vestry St. Michaels Parish 
Notes: See attached page 23, Anna Ellis Harper. 

It is interesting to note that the "Main Road to the Bayside" passed 
through the property, although this was not mentioned in the deed. Apparently, 
the Vestry never tried to close off the road and to route it around their 
land. Thus, it was disposed of by sale (see below). (Too bad they couldn't 
have looked 250 years into the future: It would have made a great PARKING LOT!! 
That "Bayside Road" goes back to the 17th Century ... and it seems always 
to be referred-to as a "road". 

Year: 1800 Vol: * Page: 62 
From: Vestry, St. Michaels Parish Price: 78.12 1/2 
To John Merchant 
Notes: 175 x 22 feet on other side of road. Deed refers to gift of 1744 but 
makes the grantor DAVID HEWES instead of John. 
This deed is in a small volume of Talbot County deeds for the year 1800 
(on microfilm) at the Hall of Records, Annapolis. It is not indexed or referred 
to in any of the records at Easton. 

Year: 
From: 
To 

1802 Vol: 29 Page: 501 
Vestry, St Michaels Parish 
William Sears 

Price: $295 

Notes: This deed is for the land from the churchyard to Mulberry Street and 
includes the Post Office and the Maryland National Bank. 

Year: 1816 Vol: 38 Page: 229 
From: Vestry, St Michaels Parish Price: $97 
To Samuel Harrison 
Notes: The remainder of the Church Land south of the road. A strip 190 x 26'. 

A E Harper says the present church was begun in 1878. I have had some 
conversation with a man named Mann who is on a committee of the Church to 
try to determine how serious a "swelling" or "bulging" of the east wall is 
to the strength of the structure. He asked me to try to find out about a law 
suit in 1880 in which the Vestry was sued by a mason on the job for his pay. 
The Vestry refused to pay him for some reason--and the question was why? Perhaps 
it was for bad workr-nanship which is now showing up!! Anyway, the Church lost 
the suit (there were actually three) and had to pay. The docket and the judge
ments are in the courthouse but the record of the trial is missing. Hall of 
Records says they don't have them, either. Guess we'll never know ... 



upon hut several yean after itt seemed ·to he in dispute he-·.· 
tween my fathel' and: John Hatton to the best of I!,lf remem
herance I have heard my father say that if it pro~dl to be on 
hisland he would freely give it and further 1'aiit'h llPt." 

Tl1e deposition of Mrs. Susannah ~ft c~ncerning 
.. the land whereon the Parish Church stan~ viz't/ that her 

father, Mr. Edward Etliou deceased · .ul1>.d what he 
would take for two acres of land for the,fchurch lt>it', n·pJyed 
dt11l he would freely give. it for the use pf th.! Chi~m·h. 

Rid1ard liarrinpn testified foj{ John '8non. ~ltq#' 
daughter was tht> wife of John llap-ington, 1,l'ichard's hroth· 
er: Richard Harrington said. "~pc day he~g att t ork att 
the church he asked the said Halton whetb~r he wa..{ come to 
forewarn him working the1·e tqi said Hatt~ said tl!i,t lw had 
given the land be could giv~1a few tree./ aliro ~~d f.,. dmr · 
sairit not" 2 ./ · i f',· 
. • / / rl'/ 

An interesting ootatioq/rs to he founp in t~ N estry records 
a year later: /t . l i 

;.{ . "/ .. .Al ./ 
"At the Parish Jlhurch, Oct. 31~1. 17~f ~t Mr. Daniel 

Sherwood, Mr. Ri~){~rd Skh;mer anJ Mr. /fhofnae. Spry. An 

order that Mrs. '6~annah Ashcrof~/be 1,r- ,.._y ,.hH1i11gs 

rurrent money j)ut of the oblatiol;l ,-i~liey &t••i!i*1ch~ ;n I~ 

hands of Joseph. Hopkins. full satislafui~n for ,fw.r <!!tkn•i.mce 

nine days or/ the' County Cow-t w give eYi~A." au hetaall of 
the Parish;1n -relation to church land . .:..t that the order he 

ma.de o~lhe said Joseph to pay her." 

Eight yeats after the depositiOWI w«e recorded, the Jong 
dispute was ended. Jane Hatton's daughter Mary, had married. 

-l>avid Hughes. Their son, Joh,n, inherited one-half of "Jalle"t 
Progress" near the Church. On OcJQher 2nd. 1744, John tWiw. 
(};bighes) and Sarah his wife conY.eyed to St. Michat>l'!ii P..a 

Chutch "part of a tract called 'Jane'a Pr.ogress,' the part ·whereoa 
stattda fhe Parish Church, beginning at a marked cedar . with. 12 
notchet thereon standing by the main road and ru~ing north 
86 degrees east 14.P. then south 4 de.grees east 22 P. then south 86 
degrees we&t 14 P. then with a straight line to the beginning." 

Most impressive is the vestry record of that generous 
gift: "Oct. 1744. lt is ordered .that the Register draw on the 
sheriff',, account of Talbot County for 100 pounds of tobacco 
payable to John HeWs for certabi .serw.ces of him the said 
John Hews this day ilone at the request of the Vestry." 

The title Wa8 aow eeeuN through the. gracious gift of John 
Hews (Jfo~~ IWW~.unknown ·and forgotten. John was at that 
ti!itM." the \ttm, ol. die ehurch. 3 

Th.- , ... me llatto'n does n°l:J'~l!l:,,~~~1ere in the Vestry 
-~rtitl. •;t<:c dlf! ~ve~,,.were Roma~ Catli~~ and the Hat
tc>l\6 we.Te 18'~h;.~ted with them. it is qllite probable 
th~t the: 1->H:, ·-A(Jle Same faith. This IDaf have been "-~ne of the 
causea -0f ilv'~'.iip@e.,ioa concerning the land.· . l 

· ... ~. ,,,· . ' / 
. "'"·,•- ,. 

•,.· 

HISTORY OF. ST.,. }JICH:A~LS_ PAR-ISH: 

ANNA ELLIS 'HAR;PER'·, 1956 

publishe·d by ·the author 



>-~~- ' ' " ·~·.·?'--?;-=··,~;~:f.. - ~: ~ . . , 

.'if<;<~. h. iJil\-• ~.· -::· ._~.·· .i;• ·.is····· ·:w)Wi 1~-~-•.a ~--Aiji;~i:·~:~,2:f. -. 
;c \::>i-.: Mt. j.ooi~ ,Be -··.··the,~Wft.lt •. :ht ~- of 1856 ef .W\ · ~~,'. "·/~],' 
:'£f eWe&tJl'n Biehm:d Jf~~·jlllt\e .ad * Jtirth in No;'.a/ ,_ .. '.' -· -.. • 
f0 . ber ~-·of hJ.- IU.. ·llug~"B .-.- nM, th~ ~-.,_ · 

Qllutt little boys.;_ - . ..lied ~:r,t:~ty ad ~ally. Iii_ nieia-

't , o£1 of tht)le ~ ,, .. ··• .~fl~:~lbftl ..-a Oiart built·~.~. 
ta·.~rner of·-tht/~)bthJ$eetoi-8 ~·SL Mi4aels_.~ 
Chmelt held ~.:...i~iii,~ ~ t'iJ :~fat' el •. lt ~imtd e( .. -

a~ until ~_-19~ 'IJi;~·y~bf~1 ~ ~ ~- .~· .-
convenience t•:~~-'~ Jitt\ii~ to -be ahte ~--
tend ChurcJi setv.i(lee.•-'-''; ; f:'; l ' - r 14:-r~' ·>- _ / ·· • , 

-Mlt,ri,i M~ w)w:~."•~J':· ~·fai~al. • a~l~ !.orker in .St. 
~atd'e_ Qiapel, 1s still.{~) i;u.t~;~rk a& aJ)e1tconess. 

, • r' - ; 

,-

.. 
,;·-~. 

~- ~"' ..... : 

' . 
J. '". 

•. : '":~: .. · ;,CJlAtJ'f I:;:. Fl:V!. 
•. - :· •.. ·: ' . - ."''":~ _~i.·-'.·:' . . _- . _: 

... ~ _- ·. _;'.:, ' - . ~ ~-~~ EPIScol-~--citu~B 
.. ,,. _-· . _-, ·~. --~· ' '";:··_:;;.,' ,_,_ - ' . - . . -

-~-,-···*•:: UNJTat:,,ST4TlS 

~~~ . -~- ·1 
-.. : _ ,-·'.·~·--~ ,· '_ .... ~-i~:' ..- . ·:."~:- . •' ... - . 

~ i~ •· Ww ·~~\{ii· .. o1uti,on t~ eendition of the An· · 
.~pit.~'f;. J¥ Awc~1riai"-i1c:Ptor~b~. Retro~ had- been re

". • ea~le<I-~ ,1'Jl_d 4ltd' ll}~~l~ re;orpnizatioD was-necessary. 
CO~~n ..... -~~ ~· Phitade4Jti~' Ailllap&lii and Balti-

--. -. inOre:Ji: .... fL~·l'amh..tmen.as-~~-~ho 
- -· . ---·~-.._. .atd'Nattonltl~#· Ro1*t H. Golds-

- '.::1* ':iJ(,;l}f\' ,,. _:_; " ~· --.tB•~-~. Old K.t), at~ 
~ ~I f!&t: ""' ' ·· • ~· -- -.ut~'.ANiapeti.. ·ce~twith 

·:.'t~,~.~ ,,~~~~%= 
- Ca}I~':f'Ch~: - .· :f.'wg~iJi~-~~--,~~teft ihi P~t 

. Eplse6jat'.~~:-lt,~.;-:~~~ ~- ~'.Co~dM wu C9ni:_ 
· ... · -t_' __ .· . ~ri!~_of''.cl~_,:-.4_1,~~Plthe &tstern,~re.1 ... · 

· :::;z,;~i··:rr ... ~.:l~~'@~ ~:t:::: ·· 
-, 

__ "~:,, ::,>.:_:_ '.~,.,:·<--~~~_.-,"convey:~ato ~illiaJU.Seart one Jotqf)al\d, ~-
~ ._- -~· : t~ :k~ :~~t l--,~ ~ o~ a tract-colWf:'Yed to the Chy~ b;r.1~ 

· - ~i-Jl~-..i- ~!hie land now stand,the hollHc& of_the late Dr. S. 
J,>. JTlM;ii*d Mr._ J. H. Wales. f' 'fo John M~anl, May.5th, 
·-_;:·,.,.._'.{~~-~-~:;..~~: ·-~::~-· :'· " 



. · 1800. they ~ld for $78.12 pa~·ol ~ U'a~ conveyed to them hy 
John Hughes 175 ft. long an'122 ft.; wide. To Samuel Hattil!On they 
sold a strip 190 ft. long and 26 ft. Wide consideration $97. 3 These 
two long narrow strips of land are acr04!8 Talbot Street from the 
Church and the sales are ~igni6cant fort~ show plainly that the 
main street· of the town was cut through Oiurch ~.~, .... · · .· 

i . • .. ' . . .J::'f>W,,_#"""'~ . 

The Vestry met on Champ'lil Cree~~ to take $800 
for a part of that area. It is ~n in t~ . qa.f11mb tl(lmutes. 
"The Vestry executed .a~~ Edward lloyd .~ a. \r~ .I land 
called •:Forked Nemc;"'"Maj. Sherwi>od to receiw tt.e ......, ... 4 

All of th~~ransactio~ indicate t;Jearly the need of faad~ 
i~-first years of ~e. newly. re-org.Uzed Church ill A~!'~:foa. · 

/ Upon the death of the Rev. J~hn Gordo~ ~"v.;~try called 
the Rev. John Bowie, ·Jmo.wn aa a L&yan.t_ 9E,T'oey. He 1'aa b@m 
near Marlboro, Prince George~s Coqty'a)';d was educated in Soot.. 
land for the ministry and hef°"re'Teturning to America n,tanied 
there Mi!!'S Margaret Dal!.as:· ''His call le St. Michaefs ~~ was 
both fortunate and. advantageous for him llince tl;te Parish had 
large holdings .in glehe landto. which had been heqUeathed to it 

by Col. Thomas Smithson. Dr. Bowie's family:,. comisting of 

thirty-two pers~ns, hie wife, five.children and twenty-ive slaves, 

l:'ould well. use the pr~fi~ and benefiooe arising ~ tile Gkhe. 

However; Dr! Bowie cottld not occupy ·tl1; Gldie pi..tahon 
hecau8e Mr~. Mary Gordon, wido" ,.of the late Rector, claimed · 

dower rights in it acd.rding tcdhe terlllB of Thomas Smithson'e 

will." He then J'ented "Fauslev," the home ol Col. Tench Tilgh

man's moth~; wl!icli~as adj .. cent to the Glehe. He conducted 

there .a pri-rare &Chool for yo1 mg men, mamy of whom afterwards 

hecam.e. p;ominent in state and national affairs. Ainong th~ 
· .w:et"e.John Leeds Kerr, Un',ted States Senator; Edward Llopl · 

al)d. Samuel Stevens,· Governor@ of Maryland. 

. ~- · J>r~ .. ~ liv~d at "Fausley" until his death Sept. 3rd, 186!, · 
lu1v.itlg Leen Rector of St. Michael's ~arish· eleven years. 5., . • .. 

~ to the intention of the Act of 1702, that Rectors 
.p ..... ztt Vestry meetings. Dr. Bowie's natne"seldom appe~ in 
the .U.Uteii during his incumbeacY.:\•:.Fhe Act provides .. Always 
th•t in every Paris.h where !'~·,tn'inis~r or incumbent is or shall 
Le La:wfu1Iy to the L'Jv•·'and uaages of the Province appointed; 
a11d bl possessi~!J.,of'''aliy Lil,"eing invested in the 40 p. poll {tax) 
and resi~inif therein· he. tth11ll' 'during· the ·~ontinuance afors'd, 
an«!, pee 'longer be one of the V emy .Of such .Parish and Principall 
of such V-..,-... tl · · 

, 0..: fao,. ".like otbqr.cler~¢n,~.~~¢''P;~;ince during the 
th~- "*'-h i1 lloya,ljst an~J•e-'fHWied· to subscribe to the oath 
df ~.,.. te " ·· 'i"maintaiUing that it was inconsistent · 
with •• ,,,,w- n '.wwtl, For his uiwOmprowising positklll he 
~~~·~lottnd respect, eYeD though .hf-·~a&li~Tory. 

.'o. ~ 1\a .,,....ion ~£, ifw Pt~~hice from England left ~he Esta,h
. ~~"j1.without~tation. In the Assembly of 1179 An. 
"" *'~d riieh w49 the first step. tow~d its re-orgariis.ation 
......... tr~: .. . < \_ 

· "&it.~ ~ . .agreeable to the Du.ect()r~ of an ~Ct· 
. :~f~hiy·mad~~--~n-of A..~~¥J.hefif1t the Clty of. 

Ailnapcjlis on TW'8iay ~~,fJi·"l\far~h, l 779 entitled An Aet . 
!or the establis~~"~f's~ect,Vestriea; sundry of the iDhahi- · 
.... ~.-~t~M.aiael's Parislt ~.~ x·:x; x:x x )t: met Jline 7th.,.1 'i79 

· · .. i9l·''i1i i1"cl the Vestry of eel~ ~ Viz. Mr.,,llatthew . 
'fiftlhi-. lift. WI\\. Hindm~ )Ir~ lt),h..cBfic~~: Mr. Jere.. . 
..... 8.-ning, Mr. Robert ~p~6~o~, Jr., Mr. Peregrine · 
'TV; .z •and Mr. JV,illiaur:oa~son ;utd alsO the follewing 
~ ~,~h Wardens, Mr. Thomes Ray and Mr •. 

··--~ BOraee PQn. · . 
fu.,Aet required the Oath ol Fidelity: ''l .... -~--------~--------·-------

··~ ~~·*-mst. Magazine, Vol. XXXV!II. No. 2 ...... _._ti. iD the Pt9vlnce of ~ 
- ,.. . •. ' - 37 - . . . - '~ ~ ; . 
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CHAPTER NINE 

LAYING THE CoRN.ERSTONE OF THE F'ot.lltrn Catillcff 

AND TRa 

DEmcATJOJlf OF nu P.41USH HousE 

Among some llri.scellaneom Church papers in the Rectory, 
there was found an account Of 1ayi11g the corner •.eae ~ Christ 
Church. Written ~y Miss Helen GoodseH, orre of the two fliarers 
who later donated their home for a Parish Holll!e, it deecribes 
vividly and in detail that important ~nt; 

"Laying the cornerstone of our new Church edifice 
which event. occurred on the 14th of Augmt in the yeai 18~ 
at 5 P. M. 

Our little congregation were teated on 1 ... -~ ~ 
under the tree11 on the south side of the ™'"' Ut_. 8 (te, 
nearest the south WC8t corner where> the t~ ~- ..,._ to 

he placed. the choir and '!'maU organ in fNM. "1'1ttwe wu a 
g~Qdl~ numb.er of ~itizens present beside• our own ~a
hon, the ladies -all being Pealed, the f!enUetnen with u11cov
ered heads, standing in the 8hade of the trees. At five o'clock 
the hell \Vas rung when four clergymen in ·their surplices 
walked past where we. were seated and up onto the platform 
near the stone, Dr. Dashi"'ll leading and Bishop Lay com~ 
last. A hymn was sung by the choir. The Rector, Dr. E. F. 
Dashiell, then gave out a hymn the 202nd of the hymnal · · 
'The Church's one Foundati~~ which was sung all standia,: 
The l02nd Psalm was thf'n read and r5ponses made, aft,er. 

- •. 

ihbra..ott prayer by the Bishop. The Reeror then read a liirt. 
-of. articles to be placed in the stone, also reading a record 

. juq·· _I lty,l)r. Samuel Httrrison of Euton ef the name& and 

'daWlf tif **"'*' of the twelve incu~nis of Christ Church 
linee ih J<Jlllilrclation including a period of two hundred years 
cat. neinf with the Reverend James Clayland m the year 
1672. Neu tlte mater mawa came fon\rard and put the _atone 
in its place, testing it with ~quare, level and plwnb and then 
retiring. Bishop L•y' stepped to the side of the stone and 
with a mason•s hammer, he struck the stone three times and 
with the wonlt, ~1 lay this corner sto~ in the name of the 
Father ead ol tlw Sou and of the Holy Ghost. Amen,' striking 
ti.~ at NCh ..-.e of the Trinity. . 

. 1'11» i'Wi 41. dae ceremony ended. the Clergy came down 
ud.t ~ ..., wWJe the Choir 9a11g the 27Sth hymn, 'This 
Stone lfl T~ 8a Faith we Lay.' The Bishop's chair was 
pl~~ die beautiful linden tree and from there he 
pt'efiftJ I -. .Nequent sermol!: his text },eing, 'The Church 
of"• Lit-~. the pillar and ground of the truth.' The 
h• t:if" lfi 1i d.ed the inte:resting service'." 1 ' 

{J.t.J~ placed within the atone; 
~ CJt the Holy Blltle. Prayer Book and HylJllUll · 

. ~hot<>graph of the old church of 181~ 
. COpy of a serinOn :by Bie~op Lay, L. L.. D. 

Joitrrials of three Con~.mtions 
Copy of Cliurehman and Church Almanac 
A copy each of the Baltimo-re American Sun and G~e 
A_,.,. of Ea&ton Ledger,: Gazette and Star' · 
A rtifl14'f Si.. Michaels Comet 
Nallllell 6f pretient Rector, Wardens andVesttymen 
N.- of finance and building Contmitte~ . 
Names of architect and builder · 
AJM • altetch (read by the Rector). of ntmes of· all 

Rectors from the foundation of the Church 
Mr11. Cornelia R. Smith and her sister, Miss Helen -Goodsell, 
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CHRIST CHURCH - ST. MICHAELS PARISH 

Year: 1744 Vol: 16 Page: 116 
From: John Hewes and wife Sarah Hewes Price: gift 
To Vestry St. Michaels Parish 
Notes: See attached page 23, Anna Ellis Harper. 

It is interesting to note that the "Main Road to the Bayside" passed 
through the property, although this was not mentioned in the deed. Apparently, 
the Vestry never tried to close off the road and to route it around their 
land. Thus, it was disposed of by sale (see below). (Too bad they couldn't 
have looked 250 years into the future: It would have made a great PARKING LOT!! 
That "Bayside Road" goes back to the 17th Century ... and it seems always 
to be referred-to as a "road". 

Year: 1800 Vol: * Page: 62 
From: Vestry, St. Michaels Parish Price: 78.12 1/2 
To John Merchant 
Notes: 175 x 22 feet on other side of road. Deed refers to gift of 1744 but 
makes the granter DAVID HEWES instead of John. 
This deed is in a small volume of Talbot County deeds for the year 1800 
(on microfilm) at the Hall of Records, Annapolis. It is not indexed or referred 
to in any of the records at Easton. 

Year: 1802 Vol: 29 Page: 501 
From: Vestry, St Michaels Parish Price: $295 
To William Sears 
Notes: This deed is for the land from the churchyard to Mulberry Street and 
includes the Post Office and the Maryland National Bank. 

Year: 1816 Vol: 38 Page: 229 
From: Vestry, St Michaels Parish Price: $97 
To Samuel Harrison 
Notes: The remainder of the Church Land south of the road. A strip 190 x 26'. 

A E Harper says the present church was begun in 1878. I have had some 
conversation with a man named Mann who is on a committee of the Church to 
try to determine how serious a "swelling" or "bulging" of the east wall is 
to the strength of the structure. He asked me to try to find out about a law 
suit in 1880 in which the Vestry was sued by a mason on the job for his pay. 
The Vestry refused to pay him for some reason--and the question was why? Perhaps 
it was for bad workmanship which is now showing up!! Anyway, the Church lost 
the suit (there were actually three) and had to pay. The docket and the judge
ments are in the courthouse but the record of the trial js missing. Hall of 
Records ~U~:j7 S they don't "bave tftetrJ., eitflg-r ~neac 147e '11 fiC7ler l:(R0\7,,. 
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upon but several years after itt seemed to lie in di~pute be
tween my father and John Hatton to the hest of rny rcmem
beranee I have heard my father say that if it proved to lie on 
his land he would freely give it and further :,aith not." 

The deposition ·Of Mrs. Susannah Ashcroft concerning 
the land whereon the Parish Church stands vi!l'L, that her 
father, Mr. Edward Elliott deceased being asked what he 
would take for two acres of land for the church use, replyed 
th.:it he would freely give it for the use of Ll1e Clnu:ch. 

Richard Harrington testified for J olm Hatton, whose 
daughter was the wife of John Harrington, Richard's broth
er: Richard Harrington said, "one day ]Jeing au work att 
the church he asked the said Hatton whether he was come to 
forewarn him working there the said Hatton said that he had 
given the land he could give a few trees also and further 
saith not." 2 

An interesting notation fa to be found in the Vestry records 

a year later: 

"At the Parish Church, Oct. 31st, 1737 met Mr. Daniel 

Sherwood, Mr. Richard Skinner and Mr. Thomas Spry. An 

order that Mrs. Susannah Ashcrnft he paid twenty shillings 

current money out of the oblation money deposited in the 

hands of Joseph Hopkins full satisfaction for her attendance 

nine days on the County Court to give evidence on behalf of 

the Parish in relation to church land and that the order he 

made on the said Joseph to pay her." 

Eight years after the depositions were recorded, the long 
dispute was ended. Jane Hatton's daughter Mary, had married 
David Hughes. Their son, John, inherited one-half of "Jane's 
Progress" near the Church. On October 2nd, 1744., J olm Hews 
{Hughes) and Sarah his wife conveyed to St. Michael's Parish 

2. Land Records, Easton, L. 14, f. 173 

- 22 

Church "part of a tract called 'Jane's Progress,' the part whereon 
stands the Parish Church, beginning at a marked cedar with 12 
notches thereon standing by the main road and running north 
86 degrees east 14 P. then south 4 degrees east 22 P. then south 86 
degrees west 14 P. then with a straight line to the beginning." 

Most impres·sive is the vestry record of that generous 
gift: "Oct. 1744. It is ordered that the Register draw on the 
sheriff's account of Talbot County for 100 pounds of tobacco 
payable to John Hews for certain services of him the said 
John Hews this day done at the request of the Vestry." 

The title was now secure through the gracious gift of John 
Hews (Hughes) now unknown and forgotten. John was at that 
time the sexton of the church. 3 

The name Hatton does not appear anywhere in the Vestry 
records. Since the Calverts were Homan Catholics and the Hat
tons were intimately associated with th~m, it is quite probable 
that they were of the same faith. This may have heen one of the 
causes of the dissention concerning the land. 

3. Vestry Records 
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CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH T-260 

Year: 1744 Vol: 16 Page: 116 
From: John Hewes and wife Sarah Hewes Price: gift 
To Vestry St. Michaels Parish 
Notes: See attached page 23, Anna Ellis Harper. 

Part of "Janes Progress". " ..•. and on part whereof standeth St. Michaels 
Church". Begins at a cedar post with 12 knotches standing on the west side of 
the Main Road. Runs N 86 E 14 perches; then S 4 E 22 perches; then S 86 W 14 
perches; then with a direct line to the first post. "Containing and now laid 
out for 2 acres, more or less"!! 
Too bad they didn't keep their land. It would have made a great parking lot! 
The next three deeds are concerned with the reduction of the property to its 
present size. 

Year: 1800 Vol: * Page: 62 
From: Vestry, St. Michaels Parish Price: 78.12.5 
To John Merchant 
Notes: 175 x 22 feet on other side of road. Deed refers to gift of 1744 but 
makes the grantor DAVID HEWES instead of John. 
This deed is in a small volume of Talbot County deeds for the year 1800 
(on microfilm) at the Hall of Records, Annapolis. It is not indexed or referred 
to in any of the records at Easton. 

Year: 1802 Vol: 29 Page: 501 
From: Vestry, St Michaels Parish Price: $295 
To William Sears 
Notes: This deed is for the land from the churchyard to Mulberry Street and 
includes the Post Office and the Maryland National Bank. "Part of "Janes 
Progress" now known as "Church Land". Begins at a post on the N side of the 
Main Road at a distance of 20' from the posting and railing which now encloses 
the Curch Yard. Runs parallel thereto S 86 E until it meets with the second 
line of the Church Land then therewith S 4 E with (to?) the end thereof; then 
with the third line of the Church Land S 86 W until it intersects the Main Road 
and with the Road to the beginning. One Acre more or less!! 

Year: 1816 Vol: 38 Page: 229 
From: Vestry, St Michaels Parish Price: $97 
To Samuel Harrison 
Notes: The remainder of the Church Land south of the road. A strip 190 x 26'. 
Part of"Janes Progress". Begins at the original beginning of the land deeded 
to the Church in 1744. Runs with the first line N 86 E 22 feet to the Main Road; 
then with a straight line with the Main Road 190 feet to "that part heretofore 
sold to John Merchant"; then therewith S 77 W 26 feet to the outline of the 
Church Land; then binding with land called "Canton" straight to the beginning. 
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CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH T-260 

Year: 1744 Vol: 16 Page: 116 
From: John Hewes and wife Sarah Hewes Price: gift 
To Vestry St. Michaels Parish 
Notes: See attached page 23, Anna Ellis Harper. 

Part of "Janes Progress". " .... and on part whereof standeth St. Michaels 
Church". Begins at a cedar post with 12 knotches standing on the west side of 
the Main Road. Runs N 86 E 14 perches; then S 4 E 22 perches; then S 86 W 14 
perches; then with a direct line to the first post. ''Containing and now laid 
out for 2 acres, more or less"!! 
Too bad they didn't keep their land. It would have made a great parking lot! 
The next three deeds are concerned with the reduction of the property to its 
present size. 

Year: 1800 Vol: * Page: 62 
From: Vestry, St. Michaels Parish Price: 78.12.5 
To John Merchant 
Notes: 175 x 22 feet on other side of road. Deed refers to gift of 1744 but 
makes the grantor DAVID HEWES instead of John. 
This deed is in a small volume of Talbot County deeds for the year 1800 
(on microfilm) at the Hall of Records, Annapolis. It is not indexed or referred 
to in any of the records at Easton. 

Year: 1802 Vol: 29 Page: 501 
From: Vestry, St Michaels Parish Price: $295 
To William Sears 
Notes: This deed is for the land from the churchyard to Mulberry Street and 
includes the Post Office and the Maryland National Bank. "Part of "Janes 
Progress" now known as "Church Land". Begins at a post on the N side of the 
Main Road at a distance of 20' from the posting and railing which now encloses 
the Curch Yard. Runs parallel thereto S 86 E until it meets with the second 
line of the Church Land then therewith S 4 E with (to?) the end thereof; then 
with the third line of the Church Land S 86 W until it intersects the Main Road 
and with the Road to the beginning. One Acre more or less!! 

Year: 1816 Vol: 38 Page: 229 
From: Vestry, St Michaels Parish Price: $97 
To Samuel Harrison 
Notes: The remainder of the Church Land south of the road. A strip 190 x 26'. 
Part of''Janes Progress". Begins at the original beginning of the land deeded 
to the Church in 1744. Runs with the first line N 86 E 22 feet to the Main Road; 
then with a straight line with the Main Road 190 feet to "that part heretofore 
sold to John Merchant"; then therewith S 77 W 26 feet to the outline of the 
Church Land; then binding with land called "Canton" straight to the beginning. 
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To Vestry St. Michaels Parish 
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Church". Begins at a cedar post with 12 knotches standing on the west side of 
the Main Road. Runs N 86 E 14 perches; then S 4 E 22 perches; then S 86 W 14 
perches; then with a direct line to the first post. "Containing and now laid 
out for 2 acres, more or less"!! 
Too bad they didn't keep their land. It would have made a great parking lot! 
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Notes: 175 x 22 feet on other side of road. Deed refers to gift of 1744 but 
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Main Road at a distance of 20' from the posting and railing which now encloses 
the Curch Yard. Runs parallel thereto S 86 E until it meets with the second 
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with the third line of the Church Land S 86 W until it intersects the Main Road 
and with the Road to the beginning. One Acre more or less!! 
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CIInIST EPISCOPAL C!IURCII T-260 
St. ~ichaels, Talbot County, Maryland 
North Elevation 
6/85, Paul Touart, Photocrrapher 
NEG/MD. Historical Trust 
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CIIRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH ?-260 
St . hlichacls, Talbot County, Waryl and 
Southeast Elevation of Tower 
6/85, Paul Touart , Photographer 
Neg/MD . Historical Trust 





CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH T-260 
St. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland 
Horth Elevation 
6/85, Paul Touart, Photographer 
NEU/tm. Ilistor ical Trust 





CHRIST EPISCOPAL CIIURCH T-260 
St. ~ichacls, Talbot County, Maryland 
North Elevation 
6/85, Paul Touart, Photoerapher 
rmG/UD. Ilistor ical Trust 





CHRIST EPISCOPAL CIIURCII T-260 
St. Llichacls, Talbot county, tlaryland 
South Elevation 
6/85, Paul Touart, Photorapher 
NEG/UD. Historical ?rust 





CHRIST EPISCOPAL CIIURCII T-2GO 
St. Uichaels, Talbot County, Maryland 
Southeast Elevation 
6/85, Paul Touart, Photographer 
NEG/MD. Historical Trust 





CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH T-260 
St . Michaels, Talbot County, tlaryland 
Northwest Elevation 
6/85, Paul Touart, Photographer 
lTEG/~D. Ilistor ical Trust 





CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 'i'-2GO 
St . Michaels, Talbot County, Llarylanct 
north Elevation 
6/85, Paul Touart, Photographer 
ITEG/t.m. llistor ical Trust 
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CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCll T-260 
St. Michaels, Talbot County, Uaryland 
Northeast Elevation 
6/85, Paul Touart, Photo~rapher 
NEG/I.lD. Historical Trust 





CHRIS'!' EPISCOPAL CHURCH T-2GO 
St. ~ichaels, Talbot County, hlaryland 
Northwest Elevation 
G/85, Paul Touart, Photor,rapher 
NEG/MD . llistorical Trust 



r 



CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHUTICH T-260 
St. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland 
Northeast Elevation 
6/85, Paul Touart, Photogrpaher 
NEG/~D . Historical Trust 
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T-260 CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
St. Michaels, Talbot County, Uaryland 
North Elevation 
6/85, Paul Touart, Photographer 
!TEG/UD. Historical Trust 
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CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH T- 260 
St. Hichacls, Talbot County, Maryland 
Uorth Elevation 
6/85, Paul Touart, Photographer 
lTEG/~D. Historical Trust 





T-260 CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURC!I 
St. llichaels, Talbot County, Maryland 
Puloit 
6/05, Paul Touart, Photographer 
lTEG/£.10. Ilistor ical Trust 





CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 'i'-260 
St. Michaels, Talbot County, hlaryland 
Altar fron Balcony 
6/05, Paul Touart, Photographer 
NEG/HD. Historical Trust 






